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Foreword

The Federal Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice (FACJ)) presents its |

2010 Annual Report to our nation’s leaders with the hope that it promotes & A_ .
thoughtful and effective leadership regarding juvenile justice. ThissAnAtal a— '
Report discusses important issues at key decision points across the juvenilg

justice system. We welcome this opportunity to take a walk with our readers

through the system and discuss how to best address the needs of children

who cross over between the juvenile justice and child protection systems, the

school-to-prison pipeline, law enforcement and the legal system, diversion

programs, transfer and waiver of juveniles to adult court, life without parole

for juveniles, and community-based reentry programs for juvenile offenders.

This report provides a panoramic view of our juvenile justice system with a

focus on fair and equitable treatment for all.



s



Acknowledgments

The expertise and suggestions garnered from juvenile justice practitioners
and authorities from across the country laid the foundation for this. Annual
Report. Their experience in working in the real world of juvenilejusticesled

to the thoughtful discussions and recommendations in this report.






replicate promising pre

. t reduce [






















es that can be used acros
¢ d include family stre

A5 "‘"’m.ﬂu-lq,-,,".
o AL









School-to-Prison Pipeline

While some youth come to the juvenile justice system through the child

welfare system, others are referred by the education system, where disparities S

also exist. These referrals are often due to zero-tolerance policies and toa’lack -
of programs to help at-risk students. Discipline problems handled in the past

by school administrators and parents are now frequently dealt with by law
enforcement officers. This change has resulted in criminalizing some behaviors;

which is opening a school-to-prison pipeline for some at-risk youth.



R e



tand treatment. In reality,
e behaviors require intensiVe.inte

p——



Sy



- Albuguergue




Law Enforcement and the Legal System

Although inequities exist across the child welfare, education, and juvenile
justice spectrums, racial and ethnic inequities are often most noticeable In
law enforcement and the legal system, from the point of arrest-to"sentencing.
These inequities surface in law enforcement responses, in diversion program-
ming, in cases of juvenile transfer and waiver, and in sentences of life without

parole. All contribute to disproportionate minority contact (DMC).
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Community-Based Reentry Programs

A juvenile offender who is released from a facility after adjudication or

conviction or a youth who ages out of the foster care system faces reentry =i,

into his or her family and community. These youth often experience serious
difficulty transitioning into adulthood. Community-based aftercare or reentry
programs are sometimes made available to help these youth and their families
adjust, and to help prevent further delinquency.
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