Issue Paper for Topics of Concern: Children’s Exposure to Violence
Prepared by Katherine Darke Schmitt with Kristen Kracke, Child Protection Division
Description of the Problem:

On October 8, 2009 the Attorney General announced the results of an OJJDP-CDC funded study on the scope and prevalence of children’s’ exposure to violence. The study, conducted by the University of New Hampshire, found that 61% of children in the U.S. are exposed to violence in their homes, schools, and communities each year. The exposure comes from direct victimization at the hands of abusive adults, witnessing violence against siblings or other family members in the home, and exposure to neighborhood and school violence. This study provided startling new data on the scope of the problem of children's exposure to violence, but earlier research already demonstrated the negative affects of such exposure, including: detriments in the parent-child relationship, PTSD symptomotology, depression, decreased social-emotional competence, behavior problems and conduct disorders, delinquency, and decreased school readiness and educational failure.
Background on OJJDP’s Work on Children’s Exposure to Violence: The Safe Start Initiative
The Safe Start Initiative is a long-range multi-component initiative designed to broaden knowledge about and promote community investment in evidence-based strategies for preventing and reducing the impact of children’s exposure to violence. To accomplish this vision, the Safe Start initiative has four key components: 1) practice and innovation; 2) research and evaluation; 3) training and technical assistance; and 4) resource development and outreach to build knowledge in the emerging area of children’s exposure to violence.  For more than 10 years, OJJDP has been a national leader in addressing the issue of children’s exposure to violence. Launched in 1999, the initiative encompasses both an original Safe Start demonstration project (11 sites) and the Safe Start Promising Approaches pilot project (15 sites), the Safe Start Center (a national resource center) and the first-ever national incidence and prevalence study-the National Survey on Children Exposed to Violence. The initiative is expanding partnerships among family and youth-serving agencies such as early childhood education/development, health, mental health, child welfare, family support, substance abuse prevention/intervention, domestic violence/crisis intervention, law enforcement, the courts, and legal services. These partnerships are aimed at enhancing the accessibility, delivery, and quality of services provided to children and their families who have been exposed to violence or who are at high risk. 

Plans for Expanding Work on Children’s Exposure to Violence

Addressing children’s exposure to violence is a key Attorney General initiative. In FY 2010 OJJDP intends to issue competitive solicitations and provide continuation funding for efforts to build on this initiative in the four areas identified above.  A possible future strategy is to replicate the Safe Start approach at the state level to help ensure rapid and widespread increases in the numbers of communities adopting this comprehensive approach to children and youth exposed to violence.
Questions for Consideration:
· How does your state /community systematically identify and track children and youth exposed to violence?

· What trends are you seeing in the exposure of children and teens to violence?

· What systems in your state /community respond to the needs of minors exposed to violence?
· How can partnerships and collaborations among systems of care be enhanced in your community to ensure that children and teens exposed to violence and at risk of exposure are properly identified and served?
· How could OJJDP help your community better address the issue of children’s exposure to violence?
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The Safe Start Center, the national resource center for communities addressing children’s exposure to violence, has these and other resources available at http://www.safestartcenter.org:
Breaking the Cycle: Fathering After Violence. Curriculum Guidelines and Tools (audiovisual program)
Family Violence Prevention Fund 

Caring Dads: Helping Fathers Value Their Children (training manual) C. Crooks, Francis K. Kelly, T, and Scott, K., 2006 

Child Welfare Trauma Toolkit National Child Traumatic Stress Network, 2008 

Connect: Training curriculum for adults working with children exposed to domestic violence
Family Violence Prevention Fund and Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2009 

Cops, Kids, and Domestic Violence - Police Training (video) National Child Traumatic Stress Network 

Cost of Caring: Secondary Traumatic Stress and the Impact of Working with High-Risk Children and Families (online training) Child Trauma Academy 

Developmental Repair: A Training Manual Anne Gearity, 2009 

Domestic Violence: A Competency-Based Training Manual for WIC and Other Nutrition Staff (online tutorials) Institute for Family Violence Studies., Florida State University School of Social Work, 1999 

Don't Hit My Mommy! A Manual for Child-Parent Psychotherapy with Young Witnesses of Family Violence Alicia Lieberman, and Patricia Van Horn, 2005 

The Emotional Effects of Domestic Violence on Children (online curriculum) National Children's Advocacy Center 

Helping Children Who Witness Domestic Violence: A Guide for Parents (instructor's manual)
Meg Crager & Lily Anderson, 1997 

The Intersection of Domestic Violence and Child Victimization: Understanding the Issues, Developing a Coordinated Community Response: (online tutorial) Institute for Family Violence Studies 

Kids and Cops: Making the Connection (training video) Child Witness to Violence Project and Boston Police Department 

A National Curriculum for Children's Protective Services; and Domestic Violence and Children
Family Violence Prevention Fund, 1996 

Safe Futures. Supporting Children and Families Affected by Domestic Violence Educational Services, Inc. 

Safe Havens Training Curriculum: Helping Early Childhood Teachers Work with Young Children Affected by Community Violence Family Communications, Inc. 

Shelter from the Storm Curriculum: Clinical Intervention with Children Affected by Domestic Violence
Child Witness to Violence Project 

Trauma Training Toolkit for Educators National Child Traumatic Stress Network, 2008 

Hands On Approaches to Help Children Heal from Traumatic Events Lisa Diamond-Raab, Paramjit Toor Joshi, Shulamit Michal Lewin, Shari Goddard Shambaugh, 2007 

Healing the Invisible Wounds: Children's Exposure to Violence-A Guide for Families Safe Start Center, 2009 

Little Eyes, Little Ears: How Violence Against a Mother Shapes Children as They Grow Centre for Children and Families in the Justice System, 2007 

Little Listeners in an Uncertain World: Coping Strategies for you and your child during deployment and when a crisis occurs Zero to Three (Parenting Resources), 2003 

A Parent's Guide to Teen Dating Violence: 10 Questions to Start the Conversation National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline and Liz Claiborne, Inc., 2008 

Tips for Parents and Caregivers Child Witness to Violence Project 

Tough Talk-What Boys Need to Know About Relationship Abuse National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline and Liz Claiborne, Inc., 2008 

When Dad Hurts Mom: Helping Your Children Heal the Wounds of Witnessing Abuse Lundy Bancroft, 2005 
