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Description of the Problem:
Children comprise about 25 percent of the US population and have unique needs during a disaster that require specific recognition and coordination on the part of federal, state, Tribal and local governments and their non-governmental disaster-relief partners.  The rise in major disaster declarations over the past two decades and the scope and impact of recent disasters have highlighted the need to improve the gaps in coordinated planning and community preparedness, response and recovery policies addressing the specific needs of children including:
· Trauma, physical and mental health 

· Child welfare / protective services
· Child care 

· Housing (sheltering, intermediate, long-term) 
· Reunification with family members

· Evacuation and Transportation 

· Elementary and Secondary Education 

· Juvenile Justice / Residential Treatment
Background on the National Commission on Children and Disaster
The National Commission on Children and Disasters was signed into law on December 26, 2007 (P.L. 110-161). The purpose of the Commission is to: (1) conduct a comprehensive study that examines and assesses children’s needs as they relate to preparation for, response to, and recovery from all hazards, including major disasters and emergencies; (2) identify, review, and evaluate existing laws, regulations, policies, and programs relevant to such needs; (3) identify, review, and evaluate the lessons learned from past disasters relative to addressing such needs; and (4) report to the President and Congress on its findings and recommendations to address such needs, including regarding the need for a national resource center on children and disasters, coordination of resources and services, administrative actions, policies, regulations, and legislative changes. The Commission held its first public meeting October 14, 2008 and on October 14, 2009its interim report urging the President and Congress to make children a priority in disaster planning.  A final report will follow in October 2010.

Plans for Work on Children and Disasters
OJJDP is one member of a newly established interagency task force on Children and Disasters set up to address this subject and ensure federal coordination.  The task force members will help federal agencies implement recommendations of the National Commission on Children and Disasters.  In the interim report chapter on child welfare and juvenile justice, the Commission makes two recommendations: 
Recommendations:

	1: Provide guidance, technical assistance and model plans to assist state and local child welfare agencies in meeting current applicable disaster planning requirements and further require collaboration with state and local emergency management, courts and other key stakeholders.



2: Conduct a national assessment of disaster planning and preparedness among state and local juvenile justice systems to inform development of comprehensive disaster plans.
Questions for Consideration:
· Has your state/ community developed, distributed and promulgated a disaster plan that specifically addresses the needs of children in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems?  In either case, how does your state / community plan for the specific needs of children and youth during disasters?

· What systems in your state / community have the resources to respond to the needs of children and youth during disasters, especially to those under legal or physical custody?
· How can partnerships and collaborations among systems of care be enhanced in your community to ensure that minors are protected and cared for during disasters?
· If your jurisdiction has experienced a disaster, what key issues concerning youth arose?

· How could OJJDP help your community address the issue of planning for services to children during a disaster? [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
