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BIOGRAPHY
Judith A. Cox is the retired Chief Probation Officer in Santa Cruz County, California, and was a Probation Officer in Santa Cruz since 1978, where she was the administrator of both the Juvenile and Adult Probation systems, as well as the local detention facility.  Prior to coming to Santa Cruz, she worked as a social worker in public child welfare systems in the states of Colorado and Ohio.  She has a degree in Social Work from Kent State University in Kent, Ohio.  

Ms. Cox is a recognized expert in juvenile justice reform.  She authored a widely acclaimed journal article on addressing disproportionate minority representation in the juvenile justice system for the California Judicial Council’s Journal of Children, Families and the Courts.  

She has presented at numerous conferences and seminars for the following organizations: the Center for Juvenile and Criminal Justice, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, the National Association of Counties, the Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the California Board of Corrections, the California Institute of Mental Health, the Haywood Burns Institute and the National Juvenile Detention Association.  She has presented on numerous topics related to Juvenile Justice reform at sites throughout California, as well as in the states of Massachusetts, Texas, Nevada, Illinois, New Jersey, New Mexico and the District of Columbia. 

Ms. Cox has been a consultant for the National Council of Crime and Delinquency, the Casey Strategic Consulting Group, the Federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, the California Endowment, and the Haywood Burns Institute.  She has provided consultant services on Juvenile Justice topics ranging from the use of data to improve outcomes, the development of alternatives to detention and placement alternatives, case processing improvements, leadership and collaboration in the development of integrated systems of care, gender specific services, immigrant youth issues, improving conditions of confinement, and reducing racial and ethnic disparities within the justice system.

She was a member of the California Judicial Council's Administrative Office of the Courts' Juvenile and Family Law Advisory Committee where she has worked on the first assessment of the California Delinquency Court System.  Ms. Cox is the founding leader of the Santa Cruz County Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative (JDAI) funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation for which Santa Cruz County is one of four national model sites.  As such, she has over a decade of experience in providing leadership in the field of reform.  Her work with the Santa Cruz System of Care and JDAI has been featured in numerous national publications and films. Ms. Cox is currently a consultant and technical assistance provider for the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s JDAI.

Ms. Cox was a member of the Chief Probation Officers of California, the California Probation, Parole and Corrections Association, the National Association of Probation Executives, the American Parole and Probation Association, and the American Civil Liberty Union.

